HOTO TIpollecca MpPUOOpeTaTh YMEHUS U HABBIKH, HEOOXOAMMBIC ISl TIOJHOIICHHON
KU3HA W TUIOJOTBOPHOM JESATEIHHOCTH B COBPEMEHHOM HWH(OPMAITMOHHOM OOIIIe-
CTBE, aJaliTUPOBATHCS K YCIOBUSM €r0 CTPEMHUTEIHLHOTO Pa3BUTHS, ONIEPATUBHO pea-
JIM30BBIBaTh CBOM MOTPEOHOCTH B MHGOPMAIMKU U WH(OOPMAIIMOHHBIX MPOAYKTAX U
yCIIyTax, HOCTOSIHHO PacIIUPATh TOPU30HTHI TO3HAHMUS.
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Critical thinking as a way of dealing with information

CriocoOHOCTb MBICIIUTh KPUTHUYECKH SBISETCSA OAHOM M3 0a30BBIX KOMIIETEHIIMNA COBPEMEH-
HOTO CIELUAINCTA B JI000H cepe AeaTenbHOCTU. Y MEHHE OPUEHTHPOBATHCS B IOCTOSIHHO PACTYy-
IIMX MMOTOKax MH(popManuu, 00001aTh M aHAJIM3UPOBATh MOJyYaeMble JaHHbIE, aJIeKBATHO UX Olle-
HUBaTh U IPUHUMATD JIOTHYECKHE U HETIPEJB3SThIE PEIICHUS SBISETCS CEroJHs TpeOOBaHUEM Bpe-
MeHU. B crarbe naeTcst oleHKa BaXHOCTH HAIM4US JAHHOW KOMIIETEHLMH, ONHCHIBAIOTCS OCHOB-
HBIE ATaNbl KPUTUYECKOTO MBIIIJICHHS, a TAK)KE pacCMaTpPUBAIOTCS BOIIPOCHI, CBA3aHHbIE ¢ (OPMHU-
POBaHMEM YMEHHMM U HaBBIKOB MBICIIUTh KPUTHYECKH.

Knrouesvie cnoea. HaBBHIKH KPUTUYCCKOTO MBbIIJICHHUA, HH(bOpMaHHOHHBIC IIOTOKH,
CYKACHUC, OLICHKA, CaMOPAa3BUTHUC, PCILICHUC HpO6J’IeMH

The ability to think critically is one of the basic competencies of a modern specialist in any
sphere of activity. The ability to navigate in the ever—growing flows of information, summarize and
analyze the received data, adequately evaluate them and make logical and unbiased decisions is a re-
quirement of time today. The article assesses the importance of having this competence, describes the
main stages of critical thinking, and considers issues related to the formation of critical thinking skills.

Keywords: critical thinking skills, information flows, judgment, evaluation, self-
development, relevance, problem solving

One of the goals of modern education is to meet the actual and prospective
needs of the individual, society and the state, to educate a diversely developed per-
sonality capable of self-education and self-improvement. In order to be successful,
competitive and in demand in a dynamically developing society, a modern specialist

370


https://s.science-education.ru/pdf/2013/6/142.pdf
https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/razvitie-informatsionnogo-obschestva-v-rossii-1
https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/razvitie-informatsionnogo-obschestva-v-rossii-1

needs to be constantly engaged in self-development, self-education and self-
improvement. Regardless of the direction of his professional activity and accumulat-
ed experience, a person must have well-developed critical thinking skills. Lack of
these skills can have a serious impact on professional career and life, as the conse-
quences of the inability to effectively process and analyze information can be very
significant. According to the head of the School of Critical Thinking, N. Nepryakhin,
“Critical thinking is a system of judgments that is used to analyze things, phenomena,
and events and then draw objective conclusions [2]”.

In other words, critical thinking is the analysis of a problem or situation and re-
lated facts, data or evidence, and ideally it should be objective, i.e. free from the in-
fluence of personal feelings, opinions or biases. Nowadays, against the backdrop of
ever—increasing flows of information, the ability to think critically is more important
than ever. The ability to “filter” the information that surrounds us, to distinguish the
true from the inaccurate or outright false, requires the purposeful development of
rules of behavior, rules of thinking that allow a person to maneuver in the modern in-
formation environment with the maximum degree of safety. If a person does not learn
to think critically, to treat the information received with doubt, to justify his criticism
and offer his own arguments and arguments, he will not only reduce his chances for
professional, social and personal growth, but will also become much more vulnerable
to such phenomena as manipulation and fraud.

The development of critical thinking skills requires focused work aimed at devel-
oping observation, the ability to thoughtfully study information, apply analytical skills,
think independently, orderly and consistently, justify one's point of view, and communi-
cate it competently and logically to others. Having critical thinking skills and abilities
allows a person to navigate the cause-and-effect relationships between various events,
concepts and ideas, quickly and effectively analyze information and other people's
judgments, determine their relevance, record errors and inconsistencies, form their own
judgments and arguments, make logical and reasonable decisions, and evaluate them.

The development and improvement of critical thinking skills is ongoing, but
special attention should be paid to these processes at the stage of personality for-
mation, development of key competencies and a person's life position. That is why
educational organizations play a significant role in the development of critical think-
ing skills. In the course of the educational process, transition to the next stage of per-
sonal development, students acquire the ability to orient themselves in the received
information, to comprehend it and apply it in practice to solve problems, i.e. they ac-
tively form the ability to critically evaluate information. Formation of students' criti-
cal thinking skills allows motivating them to acquire new knowledge, develop inter-
est in the educational process, stimulate learning and research activities, increase re-
sponsibility for the results of their own learning activities, that is, it helps to optimize
the educational process and improve the quality of education in general.
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The first step in the process of building critical thinking skills is to identify, de-
fine the problem or situation and the factors that can influence it, and it is very im-
portant to clearly formulate the problem, understand the purpose of its solution,
which will facilitate the critical evaluation of the information necessary for this. The
next stage is to research the problem or situation, that is, to gather information, scru-
tinize the proposed arguments, their relevance. At this stage, the ability to conduct
independent research is key, as the facts and figures needed to solve the problem may
either not be available or may come from questionable sources. Determining rele-
vance appears to be one of the most difficult stages of critical thinking.

The best course of action at this stage is independent verification, i.e. the ability
to evaluate and compare sources of information during the search for information, as-
sess whether they are trustworthy, determine their relevance and authenticity, and give
preference to the most reliable ones. A critical thinker, when solving a problem, should
always rely on an adequate evidence base, in other words, his arguments should be
supported by confirmed facts, data of statistical and scientific studies, references to
specific experience. Much attention should be paid to such an issue as objectivity of
evaluation of information in the sources chosen for argumentation, as well as the ex-
clusion of one's own bias and prejudices that can affect the judgment and arguments.
This is where, among other things, the ability to look at a problem from different per-
spectives, as well as the ability to argue with one's own thoughts and assumptions, lies.

An important step in learning critical thinking skills is the ability to extrapolate
information and draw inferences, keeping in mind that not all inferences will be cor-
rect. An inference is an educated guess, and the ability to draw correct conclusions
can be achieved by making a conscious effort to gather and analyze as much infor-
mation as possible before drawing a conclusion. When critically evaluating a situa-
tion or problem, it makes sense to explore other points of view, which will help you
see other options for solving the problem, evaluate and compare your arguments with
them, and make an informed decision.

The use of the technology of critical thinking development in the educational
process allows to realize problem tasks, information-seeking tasks and algorithms; to
introduce into the educational process a system of independent information-cognitive
increasingly complex tasks, situations and projects that require a certain skill of search-
ing for necessary information. Introduction of techniques of critical thinking develop-
ment in the educational environment, their active mastering and utilization in practice
allows students to navigate more confidently in the updating information flow and cre-
ate a context for successful professional training, which contributes to the formation of
information and cognitive independence and literacy of the future specialist [3].

Here are some advantages of using techniques of critical thinking development:
all participants of the educational process develop responsibility for the quality of
learning outcomes; gain experience in working with various sources of information;
develop the skill to form their own judgments based on reinterpreting various ideas
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and perceptions; the ability to build a logical chain and argue one's position; improve
creativity and non-standard thinking [1].

Thus, in the conditions of informatization of society only with the presence of
critical thinking skills and abilities, that is, thinking flexibly and orderly, making bal-
anced and consistent decisions, systematically and impartially researching and evalu-
ating information, owning analysis and synthesis, it is possible to come to at the cor-
rect solution of the problem posed. In order to develop students' ability to think criti-
cally, the educator must be creative in his own approach to the teaching process, us-
Ing innovative methods and techniques that meet the needs of today's students.
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K Bonpocy o npodeccnoHaIbHO 3HAYUMbIX Ka4eCTBAX JUYHOCTH IeJarora
B KOHTEKCTE €ro poJiM B YIIPaBJeHUH 00pa30BaTeIbLHBIM POLECCOM

[TpodeccronanbHas KOMIIETEHTHOCTD MPETOaBaTelsl ONpPeAesIeTCsl HATMUYUEM y HETO 1eJIO0To
psna nmpoQecCHOHATLHO-TIEAArOTNYECKUX YMEHNUH U MPOGECCHOHAIBHO 3HAYMMBIX Ka4eCTB JTMYHOCTH.
J1oOUThCS BBICOKHUX PE3yJIbTaTOB B 00YyYEHUH, BOCHUTAHUU U PAa3BUTUN OOYUaroIIMXcsl, HAIPABUTh UX
JeATENFHOCTD 10 TPACKTOPUHM CaMOPA3BHUTHS U CaMOOOpa30BaHMsSI MOXKET TOJNBKO TBOpYECKas JIHY-
HOCTb, BJAJCIONIAsi WHHOBAIIMOHHBIMU TMEJArOTMYECKUMHU TEXHOJOTHSMH, WHIUBUIYAIbHBIM CTHUJIEM
paboThl, 06Ja1aro1as BEICOKOW 00IIel 1 IpodeCCHOHATTFHON KYJIBTYpPOU, HalleJICHHAs! Ha IOCTUKECHUE
MaKCHUMaJIbHO 3P PEKTUBHBIX PE3YJILTATOB CBOEH MEAarornieckKou AesTeTbHOCTH.

Kniouegvie  cnosa:  mpenojaBarenb,  00pa3oBaTeNbHBIM  IpolLecc,  yIpPaBIEHUE,
3G HEKTUBHOCTD, TPOPECCHOHATI3M
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